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Introduction – Subject & Interest
The subject of this Commission is the theme of sexual orientation from the point of view of New Humanism.
The interest of this Commission is to produce an ideological material that describes the position of the Humanist Movement with respect to issues of sexual orientation.  In this document we consider the issues of discrimination against people who consider themselves to be in a sexual minority.  To clarify, we are talking about those people who consider themselves to be; homosexual, bi-sexual or transgendered (either people who dress to appear as a member of the opposite gender, or, people who have had, or who are in the process of having their gender changed through surgery).  Our interest with this document is also to provide a useful material to the whole of the Assembly that can be used by those who are developing activities in this field. 
We have used a standard approach in the structure of this document.  It contains 3 parts:

Part 1 – An overview of the current situation regarding discrimination

Part 2 – A denunciation of those responsible for this situation

Part 3 – A synthetic ideological position and suggestions for further actions

This work states clearly our position against discrimination and describes the ideological basis for this position.

It is not an exhaustive document that describes the numerous ways that this group of people is discriminated against, nor does it contain any kind of binding proposal for actions.

What it does contain at the end is a list of considerations for the action fronts and organisms to take into account when dealing with these issues.
Inevitably, this work has had to touch on the role of organised religion as it has been the major factor in forming people’s attitudes on the theme.  We wish to make clear that this work does not pretend to give an opinion about the spiritual contents of those religions, rather the ideological treatment of the theme by the people who have power within these religions.

Finally, as a contribution, and not as part of the work to be approved, this Commission has produced a series of 6 Workshops that we give freely to the Assembly for the use of everyone who is interested in the theme, in the hope that they can be useful and modified to the particular cultures and circumstances that our members find themselves in.
Definitions
We use the term “LGBT people” throughout this work to refer to sexual minorities.
Part 1 - Global situation regarding discrimination of LGBT people

It is impossible to put a figure on the number of people who consider themselves to be lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transsexuals (LGBT).  Some studies have estimated between 2 and 10% of the population is homosexual
 .  However it is difficult to achieve an exact estimation, as LGBT people often do not want to identify themselves fearing discrimination.  What we do know is that in countries where there is greater acceptance of LGBT people they represent a sizable minority that is increasingly demanding the end of discrimination.

In general regarding LGBT issues we can observe that:

· Europe (Including Russia) has constitutions and legislation that are the least discriminatory towards LGBT people.  In some cases full legal rights are granted and anti-discrimination laws exist to protect people.  There are gay candidates in elections and elected officials which indicates a broad acceptance of LGBT people in the population and the political arena.

· South and North America have various federal and state constitutions; some of them grant full rights to LGBT people and others declare homosexuality illegal. In the United States and Canada, homosexuality is legal; however various local, state and provincial constitutions and laws grant different rights to LGBT people. In Canada gay marriage is legal. 

· In Asia and Africa homosexuality is more often than not illegal by imprisonment or death. There are again countries with protective and accepting laws.  As a complete contrast to the general view, South Africa, since the fall of Apartheid, has adopted the most progressive constitution in the world in terms of protection and equality of minorities, including sexual orientation.

· Australia has decriminalized homosexuality in all its provinces.

Europe
In all European countries homosexuality is legal, and in eight countries fully protected by national laws
.  There are countries and incidents that show that LGBT people are tolerated rather than being fully accepted.  For instance, there are still examples of countries where the age of consent is unequal for heterosexual and homosexual sex.
Recently The European Union produced Directives, which all member nations must adopt by 2006, protecting the rights of LGBT people, regarding discrimination. They include housing and job protection.  In those countries with existing legislation, society has become more open-minded providing greater access for gay people in the education and health sectors without prejudice. In places where different cultures, religions and ideologies combine – such as large cities, people seem to easily accept sexual diversity.  The Mass media’s attitude on LGBT issues is positive.  Some countries have gay TV channels and political candidates who openly express their sexual orientation (e.g. Germany, France).

North America (Canada and the United States)

Prior to 1970 homosexuality was illegal in most if not all the states of the United States and Canada. In the US Supreme Court decision "Laurence v. Texas" in June of 2003 homosexuality was de-criminalized in all 50 States.  Prior to the US Supreme Court decision, homosexuality was criminalized in 15 states.  As of June 2005, only 15 of 50 states have laws barring discrimination based on sexual orientation.  33 states have laws or constitutional amendments banning gay marriage.  But there are also 33 states, which have laws on hate crimes that include sexual orientation.  And there are only 6 states that prohibit gay adoption but only 10 states allow for second parent adoption.

US society seems polarised on the issue of LGBT rights with fundamentalist Christians on one side of the argument and LGBT pressure groups on the other doing battle through the established media channels and the courts.

However the trend is to grant LGBT people full citizenship and rights, including marriage.  In 2004 Massachusetts became the first state to recognize gay marriage. California, Vermont and Connecticut have Civil Unions.  However the changing views of the courts often do not sway public opinion or other laws concerning the LGBT community.  Gay marriage was a common theme in the last presidential election.
Currently the United States and Canada offer asylum to people who are threatened with death or extreme discrimination because of their sexual orientation in their country of origin. At the same time there exist: widespread harassment in primary and high schools; beatings; and murders
. These are all based on the perceived sexual orientation of the victims. 
In Canada full rights were granted to Gays and Lesbians with Gay marriage being instituted throughout the nation in 2005.

There are a number of openly gay elected officials in both the United States and Canada. 

Mexico and Central America

The only countries in this region to criminalize homosexuality are Nicaragua and Belize. In Mexico attitudes vary widely: from Mexico City where there are openly gay elected officials, to rural Mexico where gays have been hunted down and murdered
. Puerto Vallarta has become a gay tourist destination for North and Latin America. 

The Caribbean

The Caribbean is home to some of the most virulent homophobia in the world.  Jamaica, Barbados and many other independent island states not only criminalize homosexuality, but actively persecute anyone perceived as being gay or lesbian.  St Lucia punishes offenders with a maximum sentence of 25 years in prison.

South America

Most South America countries lack legislation to protect LGBT people from discrimination. Provincial governments and cities in Brazil and Argentina have anti-discrimination legislation and laws of civil union. However, in these cities, discrimination continues, even with anti-discrimination legislation.  Ecuador, which was the second country in the world, after South Africa, to include specific protection against discrimination on the basis of sexuality in its constitution, has not resolved the case of the company Invescol that dismissed one of its employees solely because he was gay
.

Like in many other parts of the world the transgendered (transsexuals, transvestites, and drag queens) receive the most extreme discrimination
. Some provincial governments have prohibited people from dressing in clothes of the opposite sex.  Transsexuals don't have the right to change their biological name. They are denied access to work and education.
 
Asia

In Asia there is a great variation of attitudes and legislation towards gay rights. Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Afghanistan have the death penalty for sodomy, In India, Nepal, Bangladesh and other countries the penalty is 10 years or more in jail. In China, Japan Korea and the Philippines homosexuality is legal. 
Iran is perhaps the nation to execute the largest number of its citizens for homosexuality. Since its Islamic revolution in Iran in 1979, the Iranian government has executed more than 4000 people charged with homosexual acts.

Africa

In Africa, homosexuality is illegal in most countries.  The legal status in many ways mirrors the widespread homophobia that exists.  LGBT issues have fostered deep and extreme reactions. 

In the past few years, gays and lesbians in Somalia, Egypt
, Zimbabwe
, Uganda
, Namibia
 and elsewhere have come under attack.  Sudan and Mauritania have the death penalty for sodomy. 

On the other hand South Africa has some of the most permissive gay rights legislation in the world. It hosts several successful Gay Pride marches. South Africa has been a world leader in civil rights for gays and lesbians. It was the first country to adopt a constitution that outlaws sexual orientation discrimination.

Oceania

At a national level Australia does not have complete LGBT rights coverage and legislation.  New Zealand legally recognises same-sex relationships.  At present, same-sex couples cannot marry.  Australia and New Zealand generally have very relaxed public attitudes to LGBT issues although the current Australian President, John Howard, is one of the most conservative critics of equality in LGBT issues
.
Many of the Pacific Island nations still have laws against homosexuality.
Part 2 – An historical perspective

While “homosexuality” is a relatively recent concept (the word itself only coined in the 19th century
), sexual relations between people of the same gender is not a modern-day phenomenon.  It is also important to realise that fear, intolerance and disgust for diverse sexual orientations is not a permanent condition of society throughout history.  Many different societies, cultures and mythologies have treated sexual orientation the same as any other aspect of human existence, i.e. as a human characteristic given by a “creating force” and as such it is something to be integrated into society and not isolated and destroyed.

Examples of Tolerance

Occurrence of homosexual and bi-sexual behaviour, we now know from modern research, exists in all cultures, and at various moments throughout history has been tolerated and even celebrated as an important part of the social structure.  A common view of homosexual sex was that it was harmless (so long as both parties were fully consenting) and often part of normal youthful experience; in some cultures, it was believed that it could be as much a symbol of love between the participants as heterosexual sex.

We wish to make clear here that there is a difference between tolerance of diverse sexual practises and a humanist position on the theme.  In many of the following cases, the issue of consent appears to have been overstretched; for instance where a power relationship, either between a much older person and a youth, or a wealthy owner and a slave generates serious doubts about the capacity of one of the parties to express freely a desire to engage in such activities.  This would also apply, no doubt, to heterosexual relationships in similar conditions.

Ancient Greek culture

The early Greeks (7-5th centuries BC) were one such example of tolerance. While they were aware of differing sexual inclinations, they did not consider them important enough to establish a separate social category. Exclusive preference for one sex or the other was not an issue. Romantic love (eros) between men was celebrated in poetry, philosophy, and the visual arts. In Plato’s Symposium, for example, love between men is spoken of as “higher” than that between men and women, since men were considered equals and seen as being on a higher moral plane. And while there is much discussed about the educational aspect of same-sex love in many Greek city-states (usually involving an older man taking on the teaching and instructing role with young men - lovers often met in the army, for instance, where the teaching role involved learning to become a better soldier), we know that this was only one form that same-sex relationships took.

Japan

Socially-accepted male-to-male relationships in Japan acquired a similar form during the height of the samurai period (13th- 17th centuries). One of the fundamental aspects of samurai life was the emotional and sexual bond cultivated between an older warrior and a younger apprentice [androphile]. In Japanese, these relationships were known by several names, including nanshoku, (“love of the samurai”), bi-do (“the beautiful way”), and wakashudo or simply shudo (“the way of the youth”). As in ancient Greece, these relationships did not preclude relationships with women; samurais married, although usually later in life. In another similarity to the Greeks, male love was widely celebrated in prose, poetry and drama, including both Noh and kabuki works.

Africa

Same-sex relations have always been present and, to a limited extent, acknowledged in African societies. The Hausa people (of present-day Niger and Nigeria), for instance, have terms in their language that are used to describe homosexuals ('yan dauda, which is usually translated as "homosexual" and 'dan dauda, which translates as a homosexual "wife” are two common examples)
.  The yan dauda perform traditional female chores, such as cooking and selling food, use female names for themselves, and engage in sexual and romantic relationships with non-yan dauda men (although never with each other). They build extensive networks among themselves. These men do not make a conscious effort to look like women; many of them wear moustaches, for example, and keep their hair short. And since marriage and procreation are considered normal goals in life, the yan dauda typically marry and conceive offspring as well.  In Uganda, homosexual practice was part of the culture of the court of the Kabaka (King). Adolescents were sent in substantial numbers to court by each of the clans of Buganda, as part of the training of future leaders in society. The young men were known as bagalagala. On occasion they might be required to participate in homosexual practice with the older men of the court, as part of a repertoire of power and a culture of deference
.

Medieval Arab culture

In medieval Arab culture, sexual relations were connected to social power structures. Although the Koran forbids homosexual sex, sex between men was accepted if the penetrator was in a higher social position (for example, a man having sex with a boy or with a male slave). Effeminate men who publicly behaved as women gave up their male position in society but were tolerated and sometimes even valued as poets, musicians, dancers, and singers. Today, reports from those living in Arab countries verify this custom, in that homosexual behaviour is often overlooked, but only as long as no emotional attachments are made (at which point a person is seen as “gay” and risks becoming an outcast)
.

Asia-Pacific

In other cultures, people who fell outside of traditional sexual roles (primarily men) were given special functions within their society. In pre-colonial Filipino society, the bayoguin, or “men whose nature inclined toward that of a woman", were those most often assigned the role of babaylan
. The babaylan was the tribe’s high priest, the overseer of its sacred ceremonies as well as an advisor to the chief. His power was not perceived as political and economic, but rather supernatural and paranormal. The babaylans were known to marry and live with men, and it was considered a great honour to the family if their young son would be allowed to live with a babaylan (the relationship would end when the boy was old enough to marry)
.  For the indigenous people of Hawaii, not only was same-gender sex openly condoned, the chiefs of these islands usually had one or more young men (aikanes) as their lovers, political advisors, and spokesmen. Often the aikanes served as intermediaries with foreigners, and were sometimes the only way for a foreign visitor to communicate with the chiefs
.

Traditional Thai culture recognizes three genders: male, female, and kathoey
.  The definition of kathoey is "both male and female": a man appropriating female form, without becoming a woman or ceasing to be a man, and generally considered to define something fluid, diverse, undefined. It is believed that a future kathoey is determined already at birth. Since this is something predetermined by the powers that be, parents do not feel any shame or hostility toward the child. Today, kathoey refers to male-to-female transgender people in Thailand (although it is also occasionally used for effeminate male homosexuals who don't cross-dress)
. 

Traditionally Hinduism is ambivalent about same-sex love, however in Hindu literature stories of same-sex love abounded in Indian literature from the second-millennium BCE until the modern period.
 Of the major belief systems, Buddhism has been the most tolerant of same-sex love.

American culture

Among the native people of North America, anthropologists have also been able to detect a belief, dating as far back as the earliest-found artefacts, in the existence of three genders: the male, the female and the male-female (many present day LGBT Native Americans refer to themselves as “two-spirited,” reflecting this traditional view of people who display both male and female characteristics).  The two-spirited person was perceived as one who had received a gift from the Creator, that gift being the privilege to house both male and female spirits in their bodies, and as such, two-spirited beings in many indigenous groups were revered as leaders, mediators, teachers, artists, seers, and spiritual guides
. They were treated with great respect, and held important spiritual and ceremonial responsibilities. With the arrival of the Europeans in the 16th century – and particularly of the European missionaries – many Native American traditions, including that of the two-spirited, were eradicated or at least driven underground.  In Andean culture, the quariwarmi (men-women) were shamans who mediated between the dualistic spheres of Andean cosmology and daily life
.  They performed important rituals (some including same-sex erotic practices) and their existence invoked the androgynous creative force often represented in Andean mythology.

The invisible role of Women

Unfortunately, much of the literature regarding same-sex love refers to men only, and written documentation of woman-to-woman love in different cultures is extremely limited. This is surely not because sexual and emotional relations between women did not occur, but rather it is most likely a reflection of the fact that the vast majority of historical references have been written by men (who, unfortunately, showed little interest in the personal lives of women). We do know from the work of the Greek poet Sappho that woman's erotic impulses could be directed at both men and women, and there are examples of Greek art depicting lesbian interactions.

Clearly we are dealing here with a double discrimination, not only discrimination on the sexual orientation theme, but also discrimination against women as a constant theme throughout history which has not been resolved even today.
Examples of Intolerance
While we must search the historical evidence to find examples of openness, understanding and tolerance of diverse sexual orientations we can also find too easily examples of narrow-mindedness and intolerance. Many of these views can be traced to the influence of the Code of Leviticus (18:22: “A man shall not lie with another man as with a woman, it is an abomination” and 20:13: “If a man also lie with mankind as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they should surely be put to death”) in the development of the three major Abrahamic-law religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
. The Code of Leviticus was written in the 15th century BC, primarily as a ritual manual for Israel's priests and their assistants (who all came from the Levite tribe).
Since the time of Moses, these laws have been used as reason to persecute millions of people. Same-gender sex in Europe from the fifth to the twentieth centuries and in Muslim countries from the beginning of the Muslim era up to and including the present day became a crime against God, to be punished by such forms as burning at the stake which was extensively used by the Christians.  In the Christian era around 400 CE, Augustine, one of the “fathers” of Christian Doctrine said about same sex love “Even if all peoples should do [such acts], they would be liable to the same condemnation by divine law, for it has not made men to use one another in this way. Indeed the social bond which should exist between God and us is violated when the nature of which he is the author is polluted by a perversion of sexual desire.”

Some of the most bloody and violent incidents in the name of God were recorded with the Inquisition that worked throughout the Middle Ages to massacre heretics, Jews, Muslims, Sodomites, and anyone else that the Roman Church turned against. 

This biblical message found its way into nearly all the world’s legal systems due to the era of colonialism. In many of the non-Western cultures discussed previously, attitudes towards same-sex intercourse changed after the arrival of the Europeans (and the imposition of their religion, Christianity). Today, many former colonies of European countries and countries where Islamic law is upheld carry out some of the world’s most violent punishments against LGBT people, even when those former colonial powers have changed their legal systems completely over time, introducing Human Rights legislation inspired by the UN declaration of Human Rights, 10th December 1948
.

Islam had traditionally been the more tolerant of the religions using Abrahamic law. Thus homosexual desire and love are accommodated, but same-sex intercourse is prohibited, as Islam teaches that such intercourse is a violation of the natural boundaries set by Allah.  The Koran states that if a person commits the sin they can repent and save their life, though there are hadiths that later prescribed the death penalty. The Koran specifically mentions that same-sex intercourse is forbidden.  Islam requires four witnesses to the physical act of penetration for punishment to be applied.  In practice, different states implement Shariah law with different interpretations according to the interests of those who make the laws.

More recent views

The first laws in the West to decriminalize same sex love came with the French Revolution in 1789. But not until the 1980’s have laws come to treat LGBT peoples as equal citizens and this only in some countries of the planet. 

In the 20th century, Western Christianity held ambivalent views on homosexuality.  It went from universal condemnation in the early part of the century to a more tolerant view by the third quarter. However the discussion still rages today about marriage, adoption of children, being allowed to serve in a ministerial capacity
, etc. It is cause for divisiveness in the Anglican and other Protestant churches today, while the Catholic Church has recently undertaken a campaign to eliminate homosexual men (even the chaste ones) from its clergy.

The principle totalitarian regimes of the 20th century (Nazi’s and Communists) both treated homosexuals harsher than any other governments in history. It has been estimated that 10,000 or more homosexuals were in Nazi concentration camps
.  In 1977 the Russian writer Gennady Trifonov wrote an open letter to Literaturnaya Gazeta in the Soviet Union claiming that “the Soviet courts have since January 1970, sentenced sixty thousand people to various terms for homosexuality.”
   Others have estimated the number to be about 1000 per year since homosexuality was re-criminalised in the Soviet Union in 1933
. In the West, homosexuality was considered a psychiatric disorder until the 1960’s and 70’s.  Under the guise of mental disorders countless thousands were subjected to forced confinement in psychiatric hospitals and many given electric shocks (aversion therapy) to “cure” them from homosexuality and/or female hormones to curb the offending libido. Some Psychoanalytic currents still regard homosexuality as a “perversion”.

Currently the harshest punishments for homosexuality are in Muslim countries.  Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and Iran have all carried out the death penalty for homosexuality since 2000, and it is still considered punishable by the death penalty in Mauritania, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

Fundamentalist interpretations of religious doctrine, and the ideologies of Communism and Nazism, which were given a religious fervour, have been the principle propagators of homophobia in recent history. Where these forces have gained power they have created terror in the hearts of LGBT people with state enforced terrorism and death.

“Gay liberation”

In the last quarter of the 20th century attitudes started to change.  The post-second world war optimism, expressed in the creation of the United Nations and the writing of the UN Declaration of Human Rights, began to reach LGBT people.  Previously LGBT people congregated in the world’s big cities; New York, London, San Francisco which had quiet but growing populations.

In 1969, on the 28th June, in the Stonewall Inn, New York, the LGBT community started to fight back against oppression and harassment from the New York City Police Department.  This event became known as the Stonewall Riot and it was the catalyst for the formation of the “Gay Liberation” Movement across the Western world.

Today, millions of LGBT people take part in non-violent parades and marches across the world every year.  However, there is still much to achieve across vast areas of the planet.

Part 3 – The Humanist Position

With regard to sexual orientation, the Humanist Movement is opposed to all discrimination
 of those who identify themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered (LGBT) or who engage in fully consensual same sex relationships.  

When people are discriminated against, whether it is on an individual or social basis or by the state, it is a dehumanizing
 action negating their intentionality and freedom.  Discrimination objectifies people and is a form of violence, based on primitive commonly held theories like “human nature”
.

Considering that this discrimination is very pervasive, members of the Humanist Movement denounce this discrimination whenever it crosses their paths.

We have the vision of a Universal Human Nation where everybody, including LGBT people are able to live freely without having to hide themselves or live their lives in a way that they register as violence which is the basis of contradiction and suffering.  We aspire to a society that goes beyond tolerance
 where LGBT communities and people together with other discriminated minorities can unite forces in the construction of a new society where the human being is the highest value, and respect, liberty and dignity
 are fully exercised

We have not considered in the current work, how heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality and being transgendered work at a biological level, nor have we considered the arguments from geneticists and naturalist sociologists who promote their theories that are frequently based on homophobia or morality entrenched in religious dogma.  Whereas the “gender” or “sex” of a person is a matter of biology and anatomy – a natural state of the body – why a person wishes to have a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex or why a person believes that they were born with the wrong gender continues to be a matter of debate.  The result of this debate will not change our position because for humanists this is part of the rich diversity of humanity.  We have taken as our starting point the fact that people who identify themselves as LGBT exist today, have existed throughout the history of humanity and will certainly exist in the future.

Freedom, intentionality and one’s personal, social and historical transforming action characterises the human being and it is in this context that the expression of ones sexuality finds its meaning.

As human beings over time we have humanised sexual expression.  Sexual activity is no longer only a means to reproduce.  It is an activity that encourages a rich communication, can mobilise the profoundest of images and produce the strongest energies and emotions in human beings.  Sex has also, throughout history, been a tool of social control.  To quote Silo
; “If you ask me to explain further, I will tell you that in reality sex is sacred, and it is the centre from which all life and creativity springs, just as it is from there that all destruction arises when issues about its functioning are not resolved.  Never believe the lies of the poisoners of life when they refer to sex as despicable. On the contrary, in it is beauty, and not in vain is it related to the best feelings of love.  Be careful, then, and consider sex a great wonder, which must be treated with care, without turning it into a source of contradiction or a disintegrator of vital energy.” 
We reject all aspects of philosophies, moralities, sciences and religious dogmas that seek to repress the expression of sexuality.

Quoting Silo
 once more; “The control of sex by a particular social or religious “morality” has served purposes that had nothing to do with evolution, but the contrary.” 

Suggestions for the work of the Organisms and action fronts

The Humanist Movement encourages through its political, social and cultural organisms and action fronts the overcoming of everything that causes pain and suffering and for this it is inspired by the doctrine of New Humanism.  In the specific field of themes linked to sexual orientation, we propose the following:

Humanist Party

In the political field we suggest all Humanist Parties and social grassroots organisations that adhere to the Regionals and the Humanist International promote the following policies in their manifestos:

· Abolition of all laws that criminalise those who are LGBT and demand the immediate release of all the thousands of people around the world who have been imprisoned as a result.

· Implement and improve anti-discrimination laws to make illegal all forms of discrimination whether on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, beliefs or ideology, disability, place of birth, etc. 

· Introduction of legislation, where it does not exist, to allow same sex couples to be treated as couples with equal rights and responsibilities to heterosexual couples, including the areas of; civil marriage, personal taxation law, pensions, rights of adoption, inheritance law, access to health services and visitation rights for sick partners in hospitals, child custody, immigration rights for partners who are from different countries, etc. 

· Introduction of legislation to allow people to alter the gender that appears on their personal documentation and on state records.

· Insofar as Humanist Parties propose free, good quality health-care for all, we would add that those people who wish to change their gender through surgery are freely given this option by the state, along with access to good quality medical and psychological support before, during and after the surgery.

· In terms of education and especially sex-education at school, we propose legislation to re-design sex education to make sure that children are informed about the different types of sexualities that exist without actively promoting homosexuality or bisexuality or discriminating against them either.  Large numbers of children with LGBT issues commit or attempt suicide due to a feeling of inadequacy promoted by an education system that discriminates against them.

· We also propose that it is necessary to develop programmes of non-violence and non-discrimination in schools and through this prevent bullying in schools from the authorities, teachers and fellow students against children who are coming to terms with LGBT issues.

Community for Human Development

We propose that campaigns can be launched from the Community for Human Development promoting the positive contributions of LGBT people in present day society and the contribution that has been made throughout history.

Workshops, seminars and personal works (including that designed by members of this Commission – see part 4) can be organised from the Community allowing LGBT people and members of the wider community to get a better understanding of the issues that these people face and how they can actively help to overcome discrimination and violence in society.

Centre of Cultures

From the Centre of Cultures, especially in those countries where one of the major themes is the issue of migrations, we propose to launch support groups that specifically aim to assist people from overseas who are struggling with their sexual orientation as frequently these people come from places that have less tolerant social systems, promoting a strong homophobia.  In addition support groups for people of all cultures, especially youth, can be a great contribution to the breaking down of barriers for people of different cultures and even barriers between heterosexuals and the LGBT people who are frequently considered to have a different culture.




























































� See the accompanying spreadsheet containing a list of countries and the currently known position regarding the legal status of homosexuality.  The source material comes from � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality_laws_of_the_world" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality_laws_of_the_world�


� In 1948 and 1953, Alfred Kinsey in his groundbreaking works “Sexual Behaviour in the Human Male” and “Sexual Behaviour in the Human Female” made a study sampling 5300 white males and 5940 white females.  In these works Kinsey said “that it was impossible to determine the number of persons who are "homosexual" or "heterosexual". It was only possible to determine behaviour at any given time.”  He developed a scale of Heterosexual-Homosexual Ratings varying from 0 (exclusively heterosexual) to 6 (exclusively homosexual).


In this study he found that in males:


10% of males in the sample were predominantly homosexual between the ages of 16 and 55 


8% of males were exclusively homosexual for at least three years between the ages of 16 and 55. 


4% of white males had been exclusively homosexual after the onset of adolescence up to the time of their interviews.


In Females:


2 to 6% of females, aged 20-35, were more or less exclusively homosexual in experience/response. 


1 to 3% of unmarried females aged 20-35 were exclusively homosexual in experience/response.


In terms of Bisexuality:


Males: 


Kinsey estimated that nearly 46% of the male population had engaged in both heterosexual and homosexual activities, or "reacted to" persons of both sexes, in the course of their adult lives. 11.6% of white males (ages 20-35) were given a rating of 3 (about equal heterosexual and homosexual experience/response) on the 7-point Kinsey Heterosexual-Homosexual Rating Scale for this period of their lives.


Females: 


Kinsey found only a very small portion of females with exclusively homosexual histories. He reported that between 6 and 14% of females (ages 20-35) had more than incidental homosexual experience in their histories.  7% of single females (ages 20-35) and 4% of previously married females (ages 20-35) were given a rating of 3 (about equal heterosexual and homosexual experience/response) on the 7-point Kinsey Heterosexual-Homosexual Rating Scale for this period of their lives.


Clearly this study was carried out in a particular moment of time and in a particular culture and this does not mean that these figures can be extrapolated to other cultures and other moments of history. 


The above source material comes from the Kinsey Institute website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.indiana.edu/~kinsey/research/ak-data.html" ��http://www.indiana.edu/~kinsey/research/ak-data.html�


� Same-sex civil marriages currently are legally recognized nationwide only in the Netherlands, Belgium and Spain. Belgium extends all the rights of marriage minus adoption to same-sex couples. Spain and the Netherlands, on the other hand, make no distinction whatsoever, and therefore, also extend adoption rights to same-sex couples.


The UK and Switzerland haves passed legislation that will allow same-sex couples to register their partnership.  Although not legally called “marriage”, the rights and duties of partners under this legislation will be almost exactly the same as for married couples.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_marriage" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_marriage�


� http://www.news24.com/News24/World/US_Elections/0,,2-10-1665_1611007,00.html


� On the 7th October 1998 Matthew Shepard, a student at the University of Wyoming, USA, was lured from a campus bar shortly after midnight by two men (Aaron McKinney, 22 and Arthur Henderson, 21) who told him they were gay. He was driven to a remote area near the Sherman Hills neighbourhood east of Laramie, tied to a split-rail fence, tortured, beaten and pistol-whipped by his attackers, while he begged for his life. He was then left for dead in near freezing temperatures. A cyclist who found him some 18 hours after the attack, at first mistook him for a scarecrow. He was unconscious and suffering from hypothermia. His face was caked with blood, except where it had been partially washed clean by tears. Matthew died at 12:53 am on Monday 12th October 1998. Hospital officials said Matthew had a fracture from behind his head to just in front of his right ear and a massive brain stem injury which affected his vital signs, including his heart beat, body temperature and other involuntary functions. There were also approximately a dozen small lacerations around his head, face and neck. He was so badly injured in the attack that doctors were unable to operate. He never regained consciousness after being found.


� The Gay and Lesbian Review, Worldwide September-October 2005


� http://www.ilga.info/Information/Legal_survey/americas/mexico.htm


� http://www.iglhrc.org/site/spanish/section.php?id=39&detail=44


� See the annual reports on the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha.org.ar" ��www.cha.org.ar� that lists various crimes against transvestites in Argentina.


� Cases have been reported of healthcare workers registering transgendered patients by their birth name, not their legally changed name, which is humiliating to those people.  In prison transgendered, transsexuals, and transvestites are tortured and are made prostitutes or exhibited as a spectacle.  Transexuals are housed in cells according to their gender at birth rather than their current one.


� In Iran on July 19th 2005, two gay teenagers were hanged in Mashad for the “crime” of homosexuality.  Prior to their execution they were held in prison for 14 months and whipped 228 times. 


� http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/2852927.stm


� http://www.newzimbabwe.com/pages/lesbo.1506.html


� http://www.afrol.com/articles/14993


� http://www.amnesty.org.uk/deliver/document/12614.html


� In late 2005, John Howard ruled out same-sex civil unions under his government stating that "marriage is for men and women," and "That's why we amended the Marriage Act [in August 2004]." He went on to explain that Australia's culture is rooted in Judeo-Christian tradition. "I believe very strongly that marriage is exclusively a union for life of a man and a woman to the exclusion of others. That's the common understanding of marriage in the Judeo-Christian tradition, and I would be opposed to the recognition of civil unions."


� http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/08/15/1092508236163.html


� The invention of Heterosexuality,  1996, by Jonathan Ned Katz Page 52


� Halsall, Paul: Homosexual Eros in Early Greece, 1986, Dover, K. J. :Greek Homosexuality, 1978.


� Leupp, Gary P.: Male Colors, the Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan, 1995; 


� Bidstrup, Scott: “The Surprising History of Homosexuality and Homophobia,” www.bidstrup.com/phobiahistory.htm


� Ward, Kevin: “Same-sex relations in Africa and the debate on homosexuality in East African Anglicanism,” Anglican Theological Review,  Winter 2002


� Dunne, Bruce: “Power and Sexuality in the Middle East,” 1998; Rowson, Everett K.: "The Categorization of Gender and Sexual Irregularity in Medieval Arabic Vice Lists," 1991


� Almgren, Tommy: “Homosexuality in non-european cultures”, 1997


� Fleras, Jomar: “Reclaiming our historic rights; gays and lesbians in the Philippines”, 1993


� Almgren, Tommy: “Homosexuality in non-european cultures”, 1997


� Almgren, Tommy: “Homosexuality in non-european cultures”, 1997


� Wikipedia


� http://www.gayfaith.org/hinduism.html


� http://www.gayfaith.org/buddhism.html


� McGill University Project Interaction; www.androphile.org


� Howell, Michael: Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture, 2006


� Leviticus also condemns such activities as getting haircuts, eating shellfish, wearing fabrics made from two different fibres and planting 2 crops in a single field.


�  Homosexuality and Civilization, 2003, by Luis Crompton Page 139


� For instance article 7, “All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination”


� Vatican ‘to ban new gay priests’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4276912.stm


� Hidden from History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, 1990 Martin Duberman et. al., page 375


� Out of the Blue, Russia’s Hidden Gay Literature, an Anthology, 1997, Kevin Moss, Page 231


� Russian GayLesBiTrans Site,  http://www.gay.ru/english/history/kon/soviet.htm


� The following definitions are taken from Silo, Collected Works Volume 2 Dictionary of New Humanism


DISCRIMINATION


(L. discriminare, to separate, differentiate). Designates a form of treating persons, organizations and states as inferior due to factors such as race, ethnicity, gender, age, culture, ideology, etc. A premeditated depriving or curtailing of rights and privileges. One form of political d. is the restriction of a person’s or group’s right to vote or to be elected to public office.


Any explicit or concealed act of differentiation or segregation of an individual or human group that entails the negation of their intentionality and freedom is d. Such d. is always accompanied by affirming a contrast with such people based on special attributes, virtues, or values that the parties exercising d. claim for themselves. Such a procedure is correlated with an objectifying “look” (a sensibility or an ideology) vis à vis human reality.


New Humanism condemns d. in all its manifestations and urges its public unmasking in every instance. 


� DEHUMANIZATION


Process resulting in a reduction of human freedom. D. in interpersonal relations is characterized by the denial of the free subjectivity of others, as a consequence reducing them to objects. A dehumanizing way of looking at others strips them of the freedom which is their essence, and instead emphasizes secondary characteristics that become converted into substantive ones (gender, race, national origin, occupation, etc.). Such a dehumanizing “look,” driven by the intention of naturalizing the other, tends to differentiate rather than complement. There is also a historical naturalism under which human processes are interpreted in terms of supposed determinisms, which seek to be consecrated by the science (*) of the moment. For example, Geopolitics, Social Darwinism (*), and in large measure orthodox Marxism-Leninism (*) all embody such dehumanizing determinisms.


Throughout the long period of the Middle Ages during which the Church held enormous religious, political, and economic power, the question of whether women had souls was a subject of serious debate. A similar thing took place with the indigenous peoples of the Americas during the period of the European conquest, and it was concluded that the original inhabitants were “natural,” i.e., not strictly speaking human beings. In more recent times, and perhaps as a remnant of such ideas, people have continued to reduce the human personality simply to functions such as the activities or social situations in which people find themselves, always with an emphasis on the relationships of subordination or dependency. New Humanism recommends care in the use of designations that might imply a dehumanizing reduction of the person: “patient” in relation to doctor; “adolescent” as signifying a person who is incomplete; “taxpayers” which defines citizens solely in terms of their financial support of the State, etc. 


D. as a social process corresponds to anti-humanist moments (*humanist moment) of history in which a collective alienation (*) pervades all human activities.


� “Insofar as one registers the presence of the other as “natural,” then the other will be no more than an object-like, or perhaps animal presence. Insofar as one is anesthetized against perceiving the temporal horizon of the other, the other will have no meaning beyond a for-me. The nature of the other person will be a for-me. But when I constitute the other person as a for-me, I constitute and alienate myself in my own for-myself. I say, “I am for-me,” and in saying that I close my horizon of transformation. People who make others into “things” make themselves into things, too, thereby closing off their own horizons.”


The above quotation taken from “Regarding What Is Human”, Silo Speaks.


� TOLERANCE


(From tolerate: L. tolerare). Moral quality that expresses an attentive and respectful attitude on the part of a person, group, institution, or society with respect to the interests, beliefs, opinions, habits, and conduct of others.  T. manifests in a willingness to achieve mutual understanding and reconciliation of divergent interests and opinions through persuasion and negotiation.  As construed by some religions, t. includes the principle of not resisting evil by means of violence.  This approach was developed into a political and moral doctrine by Tolstoy and Gandhi.  T. should not be confused with charity (*) or compassion.


T. assures the spiritual freedom of each person in modern society.  Since the eighteenth century it has been applied above all in the sphere of religion, with the recognition of the freedom and right of people to profess faiths that are different from the one that is official or dominant. Today, t. has become a condition necessary to the very survival of humankind because it allows effective dialogue between different cultures and currents on the basis of mutual respect and equal rights.


T. is the foundation of modern democracy because it assures religious, ideological and political pluralism, provides guarantees for minorities vis-à-vis majorities, and assures the sovereignty of the personality.


New Humanism considers t. an indispensable condition for the humanist style of life and of national and international cooperation as a basis for the effective implementation of universal human rights.


� DIGNITY


(L. dignitatem, moral excellence). 1) Moral value, recognition of the value of every human being as a personality for itself and for the society to which it belongs; 2) Honorary position, employment and situation of authority. 


D. is a form of self-awareness and control of one’s own personality that allows human beings to understand their responsibility toward themselves and society, and allows the latter to recognize in practice the rights of the human personality and formulate requirements from it. 


New Humanism affirms the d. of the personality as a high ethical value in interpersonal relations, in day-to-day practical activity, and in sociopolitical action. In so doing, humanism elevates the human person and helps struggle against the humiliation of citizens in daily life and in the sociopolitical life of today’s society.


� The Inner Look, Chapter 17, para 3.


� The Inner Look, Chapter 17, para 6, 7 & 8.
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